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Mr. Howard Saunders, the eggs are very variable. One nest 
contained three eggs with light greenish-blue ground, one of 
them without, and two with purple spots. Another clutch 
consisted of four much larger eggs, white ground with 
purplish-red spots of two shades and small blotches. These 
would probably be the pink eggs mentioned as having been 
met with by some writers, for when fresh they would appear 
transparent and rosy. They are rather larger than some eggs 
which 1 have of the Crested Titmouse (a larger bird), but in 
coloration and markings they much resemble the latter. 

This species was first described by Temminck from skins 
brought from Portugal by Link and Hoffmannsegg. 


45. ACCENTOR MODULARIS. “Negrinha,” Oporto and Es- 
moriz ; “Pretinha,” Leça de Palmeira. 

Resident. Common in the north of Portugal and very 
abundant about the mouth of the Douro, where I have found 
nests and eggs. This appears to be about the southern limit 
for this species in Portugal. Dr. Carvalho tells me that it is 
rarely met with near Coimbra, and Col. Irby mentions that 
at Gibraltar it is seldom seen and only in winter. Those 
nests which I have seen in this country have usually con- 
tained about three eggs, a smaller complement than is usual 
in England. 

[To be continued.] 


VIl.—On an apparently undescribed Hawk of the Asturine 
Subgenus Urospizias, proposed to be called Urospizias 
jardinei. By J. H. Gurney. 

(Plate III.) 


Amonest the Raptorial specimens which were acquired for 
the Norwich Museum at the recent sale of the collection of 
the late Sir William Jardine is a Hawk which bears a ticket 
with the following inscription :— 


‘““ ASTUR POLIOCEPHALUS. 


ae P ~ Uncertain—a—284. 2) 
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The bird is certainly not Astur poliocephalus of Gray, and 
much more nearly resembles an adult of the white-breasted 
phase of Urospizias albigularis ; it is, however, quite distinct, 
as will appear by the measurements given below, in which I 
have compared it with an adult specimen (a female, as 1 
believe) of Urospizias albigularis, as well as by certain dif- 
ferences of coloration, which I will also specify. 

Before proceeding further in my comparison of the two 
species it may be convenient to mention that I propose to 
call the new one Urospizias jardinei, m commemoration of 
the collection from which it passed into that of the Norwich 
Museum. 

The following are the comparative measurements, taken in 
inches and tenths :— 


First Middle 

Wing. primary. Tail. Tarsus. toe, 5.1. 
U. jardinei .... 11:0 60 7:80 2:20 1:65 
U. albigularts .. 10-0 4:20 7:20 2:50 1:60 


Although U. jardinei is somewhat the larger bird of the 
two, it is remarkable that it has a shorter tarsus; and a 
further evidence of its specific distinctness exists in the 
greater proportionate length of its first primary. 

U. jardinei, like U. albigularis, is white on the under and 
black on the upper surface, where, however, there is some 
difference of huc, owing to the bird having been killed whilst 
moulting ; the new feathers in the mantle being of a full black 
colour, whilst the older part of the upper plumage is black 
slightly tinged with brown. But although the coloration of 
U. jardinei bears this general resemblance to that of U. albi- 
gularis, the following differences exist between the two 
species: the checks and ear-coverts are a decided black in 
U. jardinei, instead of being a dark lead-colour as in U. albi- 
gularis, and the dark colour extends somewhat lower down, 
with the result of the white portion of the throat being per- 
ceptibly narrower in U. jardinei than in U. albiyularis. 

In both species the inner webs of the primaries are white 
cross-barred with blackish brown, but in U. jardinet the cross- 
bars are less narrow than in U. albigularis and are not placed 
so closely together; they also extend beyond the notch in the 
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inner web, which the corresponding bars in U. albigularis do 
not reach. 

In U. jardinei the flank-feathers, axillaries, and under 
wing-coverts, instead of being a pure white, as in U. albi- 
gularis, are tinted, though but very faintly, with grey, and 
many of these-feathers also exhibit darker shaft-marks of a 
hair-like fineness. 

The most striking peculiarity of plumage in U. jardinei is, 
however, to be found in the tail, which, in addition to a 
slight whitish tip, is crossed on the upper surface by four, 
and on the under by five, transverse whitish bands, which are 
entirely wanting in U. albigularis ; these bands, on the upper 
surface of the tail, are about 0:4 of an inch in depth, the 
uppermost band being a decided, though not a pure, white, 
the lowest whitish brown, and the two that are intermediate 
in position being also intermediate in hue; all the bands are, 
however, more conspicuously white on the outer than on the 
central rectrices, and more so on the under than on the 
upper surface of the tail. I may add that the fifth white 
bar on the underside of the tail is placed higher up than the 
four bands which are common to botlı surfaces. 

It is much to be regretted that the habitat of Urospizias 
Jardinei must, for the present, remain unknown; but, if I 
am correet in referring this species to the subgenus Uro- 
spizias, its home will probably be found somewhere in the 
great Australasian Oceanic Region, which is the home of its 
eongeners; and it is hoped that the figure which accompanies 
this article may assist in the identification of future spe- 
cimens, should any such come to light. 


VIII.. On the Breeding-plumage of Podiceps oceidentalis, 
Lawrence. By H. B. Txistram, D.D., F.R.S. 


Ar the sale of Sir W. Jardine’s collection I became the 
possessor of a specimen of Podiceps occidentalis, Lawrence, 
labelled in Sir William’s handwriting “ Podiceps leucopterus, 
King, 2, Vancouver’s Island, coll. Mr. Brown.” The bird 


